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CABARET

Meow Meow
Beck's Music Box - -~
Review: Pip Christmass

When publicists refer to cabaret chanteuse
Meow Meow as an “mtemational smgmg
sensation”, they're not joking. -

Alternately delighting, fnghtemng and
perplexing her balmy Tuesday night Music
Box audience, Meow Meow spends more hme
singing in French, Spanish, German and ©
Russian — hell, she can even do Chinese —
than in good old-fashioned English.

: Not that this matters because the way
Meow Meow sings her torch songs; Shanghai
show tunes, Kurt Weill wrist:slitters and 60s
French pop is almost more important than
the actual words she's singing.

¢ Méow Meow was utterly d:fferent to what
1.was expecting.

Fwstly, theres as much cemedy in her ‘

] as aret. I knew about

her tendency for hxlarkm audience
interaction but she spent almast as much
time off stage — prowling a cowering ‘
audience for unsuspectmg v:ctnms to toy wrth
~ as she did on stage.

And: rather than projechng the usua! slnck,

She deﬁghts ins mng i the aud;enceé
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selection of beverages — foﬂow«ed on.
occasion, by an ol burp —
spangly dresses, bustiers, bras and
ﬂashed kmckers don't ﬁt qun:e nght.
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and Weimar Republic doom tunes, she quite
often starts singing only to stop and request
adrink; or iightmg tl*at’s }ust a bit more
ﬂattenng

Orshe'llt bmak out mto a demented cackle,
jump into the audience and start -
crowd-surfing. Or pull-a member from the .
crowd — usually male =— to translate from
French into English, have a bash at the piano
(otherwise ably played by her accompanist,
the talented Tain Grandage), or give her a
good fondle while she sings.

- Rather than feeling annoyed by the
dislomted frenetically stop-start nature of
her performance, the audience seemed to be
getnng into the spirit of things, warming up
rably as the show went on and Meow
Meo reéﬁy‘heg'an working the crowd.

- ‘Ultimately, however, T would-have liked to
hear more singing than L did because -
underneath'the comedy schtick and
admittedly furmy ﬁ , Meow Meow isa
good vogalist.

She can do low and breathy guttural and
growf hg. or dramatic and operatic equaﬂy

v‘new and thenI thought, “Wow, shes
ut v h'she’d stup racmg around

dqm her own very dustinctive o
Bmkent)reams——or, move . ..
rches down it in a'pairof
ilettos, battle of cheap red ;
tin-gloved hands. .
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