
With courage and conviction 
ThEATRE 

Black WMCh 
Gregory Burke S nauthorlsed  biography of 
the Scots regiment marks the Fringe debut of 
the new National Theatre Of Scotland. And. 

whatadebutitls.WIththlsproduc1Iofl 
brilliantly directedhy John Tiffany, the PITS 
has finally arrlva4j producing what Is nothing 

less than a modem Scots classic. 

Brimming WI Idng theatricality, 

inventiveness, style thought.provok 
intelligence, humour and heart, this lea show 
that should be seen by everyone who.can and 
Issuretob.l . bythqset 
From the moment you arriVe at the drill hall 

Venue toe glass o the sound of 
aplpeband-ftfe isllk theThttoo 
boom goleI .d the rrlv& of 

the Black Wh suggetess much. Until, that 
Is, Brian Fer9fmon s young aquaddl. In civvies 
steps glugsd the spotlight. Atm there 

on we re givefl In whet it means to be 

part of the elack Watch and to be part of the 

war In Ireq, viewed through the eyes of those 

on the grount 
The piece aftØrnates between a local pub, 

where a writer working on a play about the 

regiment has come to pick the brains of some 
young soldiers, and life on the front line at 

Camp Dogwood where the regiment was 
controversially sent to replace US troops 

Like Perth Road on a Saturday night  but 

with air strikes.  

In terms of humour and pumping vitality, 
Trainspotttng Is what Immediately spnngs to 
mind. Unforgettable moments include a 
beautifully choreographed time line of the 
regiment, during which Ferguson is fitted out 
with the regiment s uniforms down the years. 

Politically, Burke condemns the war but not 

those who fought It, expressing righteous 

disgust at the breaking up of this most 

famous of regimental families as part of 

Government defence cuts. An unmlssable 
piece of theatre. Alan Chadwick 

Until Aug 27 (not Mons), T,averse 4: University Of 

Edinburgh Drill Hall (V109), 8.3Opm. i 

Tartan army: Ryan Fletche, left, and Emun Biott in Grego,y Burke modem classic, Black Watch The contents of the publications from which these extracts have
been taken are copyright works and without prior permission or
save as permitted by statute may not be copied or otherwise
reproduced (even for internal purposes) or resold.

Article Size (cm2 ) 371.32
Circulation: 118718
Source: ABC April 2006

Metro Scotland
Section: News
Edition: Main
7 August 2006
Page: 23

Ref: MS20060807033


