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in American Notebook; while Don Watson investigates the 
meaning of the United States through his travels around that huge 
country in American Journeys. Kate Llewellyn gives a candid and 
exquisitely crafted account of her life in bohemian Adelaide in the 
60s and 70s in The Dressmaker’s Daughter. Peter Van Onselen 
gives us a frank and engrossing portrait of the former Prime 
Minister in John Winston Howard, while The Poet Who Forgot by 
Catherine Cole is a different kind of biography, uncovering the 
unique personal friendship that developed between AD Hope and 
Catherine Cole through the creative dynamics of their mentor-
apprentice relationship. Rob Riley: An Aboriginal leader’s quest 
for justice by Quentin Beresford explores Rob Riley’s rise and 
influence as an Aboriginal activist. 

Foodies will go mad for Clotilde Dusoulier’s Chocolate & 
Zucchini in which she shares her love of all things food-related – 
recipes, inspirations, restaurant experiences, and above all the 
pleasure of cooking with the fresh ingredients found in her local 
Montmartre shops. Secrets of the Red Lantern by Pauline Nguyen 
is a bittersweet family saga in which treasured recipes form the 
threads that bind members together for life, a moving memoir it 
is a sumptuous and dazzling book. Stephen Downes gives us a 
different kind of food memoir in Paris on a Plate his delicious, 
although sometimes unsavoury, diary of life exploring restaurants 
in Paris. 

Thrilling tales and criminal lives are well represented with 
Douglas Kennedy’s page turner, Woman in the Fifth; Shane 
Maloney explores the seamy side of politics in his latest Murray 
Whelan book Sucked In; Murder on the Apricot Coast by Marion 
Halligan is a charming novel of fruit preserving, cross dressing 
… and murder; Neil Cross gives us work of exquisite tension and 
a devastating climax in Natural History; while Maureen Freely’s 
Enlightenment is a tense political thriller set against the backdrop 
of Turkey in the years following the Cold War.   

Sports enthusiasts should look no further than Dennis Cometti 
and Gideon Haigh; That’s Ambitious is Dennis Cometti’s follow 
up to Centimetre Perfect a collection of quotes and musings 
on the world of AFL; while The Green and Golden Age collects 
Gideon Haigh’s writings on the extraordinary dynasty of Australian 
cricket, the great players, the big matches, the seedy scandals and 
the striving rivals. 

Graphic novels abound this year; Shaun Tan’s The Arrival is 
a wordless graphic novel that depicts a fantastical place where 
strangers reveal their stories and small acts of kindness make all 
the difference; Nicki Greenberg brings to life the glitz and glamour 
of the 1920’s in her graphic adaptation of The Great Gatsby; and 
Matt Ottley’s beautiful Requiem for a Beast is a stunning narrative 
of a young stockman pursuing a wild bull set against the red ochre 
of the harsh Australian landscape. New worlds are explored in 
Bevan McGuiness’ First Weapon and Kate Forsyth’s The Starthorn 
Tree.  

Get lost in the beautiful poetry of Caroline Caddy’s Esperance: 
New and Selected Poems; Tracy Ryan presents a highly 
accomplished collection of new poetry in Scar Revision; and 
Craig Sherborne’s Necessary Evil is a magnificent collection of 
poems that possess a special mysticism that is both haunting and 
characteristic of Australia. 

Australian writers deliver masterful storytelling in a range of 
new literary fiction titles; Chris Koch’s The Memory Room 
is a profound psychological study of obsession and the nature of 
secrecy itself; The Children by Charlotte Wood is a short sharp 
shock of a novel that takes us into the heart of a family that is as 
normal, and broken, as any other; Gly Parry’s The Ocean Road is 
a quiet, profoundly moving study of a marriage, its failure, and of 
the shifting relationship between parent and child; family stories 
continue in Marcella Polain’s riveting, imaginative and beautifully 
written The Edge of the World; the domestic and the suburban are 
captured brilliantly in Susan Midalia’s collection of short stories, 
A History of the Beanbag and other stories; while Donna Mazza 
takes us to Dubrovnik and a young woman longing for adventure in 
The Albanian. 

Stephanie Dowrick illustrates the power of human relationships in 
The Almost Perfect Marriage, while Waleed Aly challenges us to 
shed our prejudices in People Like Us. 

Finally, explore the wonders available for younger readers; 
Bruce Atherton’s Tough Ol’ Teddy is a beautiful picture book for 
teddy lovers; Wombat and Fox Summer in the City is a story that 
children of all ages can enjoy by Terry Denton; Anna Fienberg 
and Kim Gamble bring the delightful Tashi to life in Tashi and the 
Mixed-up Monster; Kate Forsyth greats a detailed world and a 
ripping adventure in The Butterfly in Amber; and Sally Heinrich’s 
The Most Beautiful Lantern is a beautifully illustrated story of 
Mei-Ling and her determination to take the most beautiful lantern 
to the Mid-Autumn Festival. Older readers will delight in Dave 
Hackett’s UFO in the USA an unavoidable family outing that is 
harder to bear than a month of detentions; Randa Abdel-Fattah 
explores identify and the world of teenage girls in Ten Things I 
Hate About Me; while Maureen McCarthy’s Rose by Any Other 
Name is fantastically paced and engaging novel. 

The Perth Writers Festival is moving to a bigger and better venue 
in 2008 on The University of Western Australia campus. 

The new precinct will include extended café facilities, areas for 
picnicking, a Festival bookshop and internet café. We hope you 
can join us there!


